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The Defign of this Paper is to open Peoples Eyes, that of its Oppofers, is to blind and 


delude them. 


The Argument of limiting our Woollen Manufaétures to three Ports in France for their 


Importation, prov’d falfe. 


All our Manufactures, and other Goods, free for Importation at all the Ports of 
France, except only Cloths and Cloth-Serges. 
The Reafon of limiting to certain Ports, explain’d. 





T has been a very great Satisfaction in the Writing 
this Paper, that the Subject it is written upon ‘is 
fo os of its own Demonftration, and carries 
its Evidence along with it ; that Little, which has 

been faid againft it, has been fo frivolous and felf- 
confuting, that there has been no need to make Replies: 
Nothing has been wanting to Anfwer what is alledged 


_ againft the Treaty of Contmerce, but to open the Peo- 


ples Eyes to the Truth of Fact in every Particular, that 
they may fee,when thofe Thingsare mifreprefented, and 
thereby prevent being Impofed upon. 

There is this Difference between what is intended by 
this Paper, and what by its Oppofers, viz. That this 
Paper is Defign’d and wholly Employ’d to Inform and 
Inftruét the People; and they are cia to Blind 
and Delude them ; let this be the Teft between them 
and us; the moft Impartial Judges will Determine, 
whether .are moft likely to Deceive the People, thofe, 
who would clofe their Eyes and have them take what 
is faidupon Truft ; or thofey who would open their 
ng leave them at full liberty to be their own 
udges. 

Many Delufions have been fpread about to Amufe 
and Deceive the People in this Matter of the Treaty 
of Commerce with France ; fome of which have been 
Detected and duly Expofed, and many, who have been 
Deceived by them begin to recover their Judgments, 
and to find,that the Treaty,which they have been pre- 
vailed upon to Reject and Contemn, is really a Foun- 
dation of the moft advantageous Commerce, that Bri- 
tain can be engaged in; That the French muft Tyade 
with us under the moft difadvantagéous Conditions 
Imaginable; That our Export will be eafie to us, their 
Import here hard and loaden with Burthens to them; 
and we begin to fee thefe People now Repeitt the Op- 
pofition they have al! along made to their Countries 
good, and would undo, what others have done,if it 
was in their Power to do fo. 

But there are. ftill Miftakes behind, which muft be 
Removed; and Obiections, which however they may be 


yr arena yet require fome Notice of them’; as efpe* 
Gally this, (viz.) That there are but Three Ports in 
France,at which our Manufactures “are admitted to be 
Imported, (viz.) St. Vallery on the Soame,"Roan, and 
Bourdeaux. It is wonderful to Retleét, how much this 
prevails in the Minds of the Reape, confidering it is, 
evident, that the Limiting the Ports for Enrry con- 
cern only the Two. Speciés, ( viz.) thé Cloths and 
Cloth Serges, which is plain by.the Specifications of 
the Treaty, and not at all the reft of our Woollen Manu- 
factures. But as to all our other Woollen Manufa&tures, 
Bays, Says, Serges, Perpets, Stuffs, Drnggets, Dozens, 
Kerfies, Stockings, @7c. all our Re-exported Goods, 
fuch as Cottons, Indicoes, Sugars, Eaft-India and Turky 
Goods, and all other, they are nvely allow’d by the 


Treaty t orts of France; 
and 1 AS ee 


, the @were confined to but Two | 
Ports, (viz.) Calais, and SeValler on the Soame. 

It has been faid, that the Reafon, Why* the French 
confin’d our faid Woollen Manufactures tu certain Ports 
for their Importation, was, that the Land-Carriage and 
Local Duties of the faid Goods fhould rife fo high upon 
them, that the Price thould thereby be made too great 
for the Buyer, and give the advantage to their own 
Manufaétures: Let fuch People but Jook back upon 
their own Arguments, they are not only falfe in them- 
felyes, but inconfiftent with one another: for if this 
were true, then it muft be truc alfo, that their own 
Manufactures ftood in need of thofe Helps; that their 
own ManufaGtures were fo Inferiour to the Englith, 


that if the utmoft DifCouragements were not put u 
the Englifh Goods, the French Manufaétures ould naam 


be Sold; rhat the Englith Manufa¢tures fo excelled the - @ 


French in the real intrinfick Value, that if thefe were 
admitted, tho’ upon the hardeft Terms to be Imported 
into France, yet they would gain Ground there, and tobe | 
brief, would Sell before the French, albeit the Difference 
made by the Burthen of Duties there, was at that time 
above 40 per Cenrs and thefe things they will not allow, 
haying on many Occafions publithed that the French 
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Mahufadtures.are as good as Ours, and if permitted to 
‘Come itito England would rvine our own. 

~’ But on the other hand,- this Suggeftion cannot in ge- 
neral be true ; for had it been fo that the ran the 
Importation of the Woollen Has ay ae of Britain to 


a few'cértaim Portsgwas contriv’d to load the faidGoods 






with thé farther Barthens of Land-Carriage, &c. why 
then the Ports they were limited to, be chofen 


out upon the greateft Navigable Rivers in France, near- 
eft.to the Places where the Centre of their Trade lay, 
and where the chief Confumption of our Manufactures 
was to be expected? Forexample, Roan and Bourdeaux. 
The City of Rouen lies.on the jv Sein, and is torPa- 
ris as Gravefend is to London: From thence the,Navi- 

ation of the Sein conveys every thing by Water upon 
Five great Rivers, ( Viz.) by the Oy/e and the Aifne in- 
to the Ifle of France and the Lower Champaign to the 
City of Rhiemes, the Rhetelois, and the Edge of the 
Dutchy of Bar; by the River Maru through the whole 
Province of ‘Champaign, by the Yonue into Burgundy 
amd Nivernois, and by the River Loyng and the Cnal 
de Briare into the great River Loyer to the Cities of 
Orleans, Nevers, Blows, Tours, Angers, &c. even down 
to the Ocean, and through the very Heart of France: 
Again, The City of Bourdeaux is the Centre of the 
Englifh Commerce in France, and where the greateft 
number of our Ships refort for the Wine and Brandies 
avhich are brought from thence. Therefore appointing 
Bourdeaux as one of the Ports for the Import of our 
Manufa&tures, was rather making the Trade eafy than 
difficult to the Englifh, and fo far from a Defign of 
making our Goods dear and encreafing the Charges up- 
on them, that it was rather giving Eafe to it ry open- 
ing that only Port,to which the’ Englifh could bring 
them upon the eafieft Terms of Fraight ; and where the 
greateft Demand for thofe Goods was to be found; 
where the principal Confumption of them might be ex- 

eéted, and where the greateft Convenience of Inland 
Bivigncion was to be had, in order to convey the faid 
Manufactures to all Parts of the Kingdom of France : 


~ For the City of Bourdeaux flands on the Garronne, from 
w 
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nce they hive a Navigation by other Rivers; (viz.) 
the Dardommequite et: Perigort and Limofin into 
Auvergne ; by the River Lot through Quercy and Ro- 
vergne éyen to the Sevennes, and by the Royal Canal 


from the City of Tholoufe on the Garronne qs thro” 


the Province of Languedoc to Narbonne, and into the 
Mediterranea: Sea ; fupplying the whole Provinces of 
Gafcoign,-Guienne, and Languedoc with Britifh Ma- 
nufactures by Water Carriage. 

' This rather feems to intimate to us, that the French 
King finding it convenient on other Accounts to limit 
the Ns nortmbed of thefe Goods to certain Ports, yet 
appointed thofe Ports fo, as that his Subjects might 
have the Goods brought with the greateft Eafe andthe 
leaft Charge. that could be to thofe: Markets, where the 
greateft Confumption of them was, and where the 
principal Traders in thofe Goods were fettled; who 
from thence fupplied the who’e Kingdom by the Con- 
venience of Water-Carriage: As to the Reafon of Na- 
ming particular Ports and Places for the Importation 
of thefe Goods, it is known to thofe,who:are acquaint- 
ed with the Affairs of France, that it was occafioned by 
the differing Circumftancesof the Contracts with the 
Farmers ; and. was thing praétifed in other Cafes in 
France,as well as in this of the Woollen Manufactures, 


as particularly the Drugs and Spices, which are limited 
in almoft the fame manner. 

Alfo this Limiting the Importation of Goods to cer- 
tain Ports, is not a new prattife or peculiar to France 
only }‘the like ig déhe in Pngbnd, particularly the 
Alamodés and Luftrings are confihed to tlié Port of 
Londong and theImportation of Wooll-frém Ireland 
is Limited ro three or four Ports only, but however is 
fo ordered, not that the Irifh Wooll fhould by reafon 
of Land-Carriage be made Dearer to our Manufacturers 
than the Englifh, in order to DifCourage the Importa- 
tion of it; But for other particular Reafons, drawn 
from she Cizcumftancewok the t it felf; and there- 
fore the Towns,to which the Jmportation of Irith 
Woolf is Limitedjate'fich, as até not only neareft and 
moft convenient by theirScituation for the coming from 
Ireland ; but neareft and moft convenient to thofe Parts 
of England, where the Manufacturers live, who make 
ufe of Irith Wooll ; and are the principal Buyers and 
Confumers thereof ; as: Minehead tor the Serge-Makers 
of Taunton ; at Biddiford or Barnftable for the Serge- 
Makers of Exeter, Tiverton, @c. at Leverpool for the 
Clothiers of Yorkthire and Lancafhire: And the like. 

Had not the convenience of the Manufaéturcrs been 
Confulted in this Limitation, but on the contrary, had 
it been Contrived or Appointed on purpofe to add the 
Burthen and Expence of Land-Carriage to the Price of 
the Wooll,. Briftol might -have been nanied, Milford- 
Haven, or any Port in Wales, which tho’ lying as well 
for the Navigation of the Irifh Veffels, would yet have 
greatly encrcafed the Price of the Wooll to the Mainu- 

acturers, by the Charges of carrying it on Horfeback 
after it was Landed. _ In like manner had the King of 
France Limited the Importation of the Englifh’ Manu- 
factures with Defign, as_ it is alledged, to enhance the 
Price by Land-Carriage, he would have chofen fich 
Ports for their Importation,as were moft remote from: 
thofe Parts,where the principal Confumption of them 
was known to be, and moft remote from the Conve- 
nience of Water-Carriage: This was very eafie fox; hiin 
to have done, had he named theG@ities of Rochelle and 
St. Mallo, for example, inftead oF Roan and Bourdecux ; 
the Cafe had been quite .alrered, there being rio. River 
ftavigable near them ; and.then it would have been dif 
ficult to have affigned any other Reafon for fuch Limi- 
tation, than that of Difcouraging and Burthening the 
Trade: Bur as it is now, there is no room for.any Sup- 
pofition of that kind, a 

Further, Jt might be Demandedywhy, the French 
King fhould not rather lay fill higher Duties on the 
faid Woollen Manufactures, than fludy to raife their 
Price by the Difficulties of their Importation ; the for- 
mer being the readici Method of Diftouraging their 
Market, .and which would at the fame time have brought 
in fome Gain: f@ighe Crown, which isan Article they 
are far from heimg forgettui of in France, 

‘ This may be fufficient to.overthrowithe Arguments 
drawn from ghis Pretence, and to fhow the Abfurdiry 
of the Miftake ifelf. The next Paper thal] Enquire 
into the flate of the Woollen Manufaéture in France; 
how far the fame is Improved, and how, as the Folly of 
our former Prohibitions of Commerce havé: been the 
occahion of it; fo had the Treaty of Commerce been 
now made Effeétual, the Woollen Mannfaétures in 


France would ig Time be all overthrown and come to 
nothing. a 
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